
UIUC Waste Disposal Decision Guide 
What items are covered 
by this guide: 

All items that are not completely made of paper, plastic, cardboard or food and 
items that contain or are contaminated with materials that are not paper, plastic, cardboard or food. 

How to use the guide:  Begin at the words “start here” and follow the arrows that correspond to your answer for each question    
regarding the item you wish to dispose.  Orange boxes have questions that will direct you to a blue box,  
which will have instructions for the item you wish to dispose of. Contact DRS with any questions at 3-2755. 

   Pickup forms and instructions for the DRS Chemical Waste Program can be found at: www.drs.uiuc.edu/wasteguide.  

Click here for a black and white printable version.   

No 

Yes 
Radioactive or Biological Materials 
Does the item contain, or is it con-
taminated with radioactive and/or 
biological material? 

For Biological Materials, follow the instructions found at: www.drs.uiuc.edu/bss/factsheets   
For Sharps - see the next box. 
For Radioactive Materials, follow the instructions found at: www.drs.uiuc.edu/rss/factsheets/waste.aspx  
 
If the material contains a chemical, as well as biological or radioactive materials, contact the Division of Research Safety 
(css@uiuc.edu) for further instructions. 

Yes 

No 

Sharps 
Is the item a medical needle, syringe barrel (with or 
without needle), scalpel, razor blade, blood vial, glass 
pasteur pipette, microscope slide, coverslip or glass-
ware contaminated with an infectious agent? (All 
these are defined as a sharp.) 

Discard in appropriate (biohazard) sharps con-
tainer.  See Biosafety Factsheet for more infor-
mation at: 
www.drs.uiuc.edu/bss/factsheets/sharps.aspx  
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No No No Yes 

All other chemical wastes, gases 
and thermometers must be dis-
posed of through the DRS 
Chemical Waste Program.   

 
Contact DRS to notify them of all 
oil pickups serviced directly by 
an outside vendor at: 
css@uiuc.edu or 3-2755. 

Start here 

No 

Chemicals 
Is the item a thermometer, 
gas, chemical or mixture of 
chemicals; including com-
mercial products like oil, 
antifreeze, shower cleaner, 
empty or full aerosol cans, 
toner etc.? 

Yes Yes 

Follow directions for DEA controlled 
substance disposal.  For disposal in-
structions go to:  
www.drs.uiuc.edu/css/guidesplans/dea.  

Discard via sanitary 
sewer (sink drain). 

Is the item a DEA        
controlled substance? See 
www.drs.uiuc.edu/css/
guidesplans/dea for list of 
DEA controlled substances. 

Is the item a liquid and listed 
in Chapter 4 of the UIUC 
Chemical Waste Manage-
ment Guide: 
www.drs.uiuc.edu/wasteguide? 

Yes 

Return cylinder 
to vendor. 

Is the item a 
compressed 
gas in a 
rented     
cylinder? 
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No No 
Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes Yes No 

If possible, the         
contaminated glassware 
must be decontaminated 
(triple rinsed) and     
discarded in the trash 
(mark containers 
“empty”). The rinse 
must be saved and   
disposed of through the 
DRS Chemical Waste 
Program. If the glass-
ware cannot be decon-
taminated, dispose of it 
through the DRS Chemi-
cal Waste Program. 

Glass 
Is the item a glass     
container, broken glass-
ware, test tube or any 
other glassware that is 
not defined as a sharp? 

Is the glassware  
contaminated with a 
chemical, biological or 
radioactive material? 

Discard in trash.  Large 
amounts of broken glass 
should be sealed in a card-
board box labeled “clean 
laboratory glass - trash.” 

Is the glassware 
contaminated with 
a biological or 
radioactive  
material? 

Is the glassware  
contaminated with a 
chemical that is listed on 
the acutely toxic or toxic 
discard lists found in  
Chapter 3 of the CWMG*? 

Follow the instructions for 
disposing of biological or 
radioactive material listed 
above. 

Rinse (if possible) and/or remove as 
much of the chemical as possible and 
discard in trash.  Contaminated  
broken glass should be contained in a 
plastic bag or liner within a sealed 
cardboard box labeled “laboratory 
glass - trash” before placing in trash. 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes Yes 
Contaminated Debris 

Is the item paper, plastic 
(including plastic containers) or 
other inert substance that once 
contained a chemical (and is now 
empty) or is contaminated with a 
chemical or chemical mixture? 

Is the item  
contaminated with a 
chemical that is listed 
on the acutely toxic or 
toxic discard lists 
found in Chapter 3 of 
the CWMG*? 

Discard  in trash 

If the material is a plastic  
container, triple rinse if possi-
ble, then dispose of in the trash 
(label container “empty”).  The 
rinse must be saved and  
disposed of through the DRS 
Chemical Waste Program.  
Otherwise, the item must be  
disposed of through the DRS  
Chemical Waste Program as  
contaminated debris. 

Is there excess, free-
flowing liquid or solid 
chemical with the debris?  

Dispose of as a chemical.  
(follow the flow chart for 
chemicals at top of page) 

Is the item 
an empty 
toner  
cartridge? 

Discard in trash 

No 
Yes Yes Yes 

No No No Yes Wood  
Is the item wood? 

Is the wood coated with 
lead-based paint? 

Has the wood been 
treated (creosote, or 
arsenic, etc.)? 

Has the wood been 
contaminated with any 
chemical or metal? 

Discard in trash 

Do not strip paint – discard wood in 
trash.  If stripped, wood must be 
tested for lead and paint must be dis-
posed of as a chemical through the 
DRS Chemical Waste Program. 

Material must be disposed 
of through the DRS 
Chemical Waste Program. 

Contact DRS to determine how 
to dispose of it at 
css@uiuc.edu or 3-2755 

No 

Yes Batteries 
Is the item a battery? 

No 

Yes 

Campus – Dispose of through the DRS Chemical Waste 
Program.  See fact sheet on battery disposal at:                             
www.drs.uiuc.edu/css/factsheets/wastemin11.aspx  
F&S units – recycle through RBRC program (NiCad or 
other rechargeable) or Interstate Battery (Lead acid 
batteries only). 

Is the battery low mercury 
alkaline (typical AAA, AA, C, 
D and 9-volt), carbon zinc or 
zinc air? 

Discard in trash 

*The UIUC Chemical Waste Management Guide (CWMG) is available online at:  
www.drs.uiuc.edu/wasteguide.  



No 

Yes 
Mercury Containing Equipment 

Is the item any of the following: Mercury-
containing thermostats, switches, 
gauges or other devices containing 
mercury? 

Campus - dispose through the DRS Chemical 
Waste Program. 
F&S units – dispose of items through the       
Universal Waste Contract*.   

No 

Yes 

Lamps/Lightbulbs 
Is the item any of following:  
fluorescent lamps, high-intensity 
discharge (HID) lamps, mercury 
vapor lamps (any lamp or bulb 
that is not incandescent)? 

Call the F&S service desk at 3-0340 for pickup of lamps for 
proper disposal (most economical). The University does not 
permit the disposal of lamps directly in the trash.  See the 
University policy on fluorescent lamps for more details and 
specific instructions for green-tipped lamps at:  
www.drs.uiuc.edu/css/programareas/lightbulb. 

No 

No Yes 

Yes Lamp Ballasts 
Is the material a lamp ballast? 

Does the ballast have the 
words “No PCBs” marked on it? 

Campus – dispose of ballasts through DRS Chemical Waste Program. 
Do not discard in trash. 
F&S units – dispose of ballasts through Universal Waste contract*. 

Ballast must be disposed of as PCB containing waste. (It is illegal to discard in trash 
or send to recycler not authorized to handle PCBs).    
Campus – dispose of PCB ballasts through DRS Chemical Waste Program. 
F&S units – dispose of PCB ballasts through the Universal Waste Contract*.     

No 

Yes No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Equipment/Instruments 
Is the material any of the 
following:  
Computers, monitors, 
TVs, VCRs, pumps, oil 
baths, refrigerators, air 
conditioners, and other 
equipment/instruments? 

Is the item a computer  
monitor, TV, VCR or any        
electronic equipment that 
has a circuit board? 

All chemicals, chemical residues and batter-
ies* should be removed and disposed of 
through the DRS Chemical Waste Program.  
Then contact Surplus 3-6011 for instruc-
tions. 

*NOTE: UPS units require an electrician to 
remove the battery to avoid severe shock. 

To have refrigerant removed from air     
conditioners, refrigerators and freezers,  
contact the F&S service desk at 3-0340. 

Does the equipment or    
instrument contain any 
chemicals? (e.g. antifreeze, 
coolant, oil, batteries, etc.) 

Contact Surplus 3-6011 for  
instructions. 

Follow the disposal instructions provided in 
the Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) and Electronic 
Wastes Program at: www.drs.uiuc.edu/css/
programareas/cathode.  It is illegal to    
discard these items in the University trash. 

No 

Yes 
Metals 

Is the material made com-
pletely of metal? 

For any materials not listed here, 
contact DRS for disposal instructions 
at css@uiuc.edu or 3-2755 

Metals should be recycled.  Contact Surplus 3-6011 for in-
spection.  Surplus will issue a recycling ticket and then you 
will need to arrange a pickup with Mack’s Twin City Recy-
cling (328-2100).  Anything with lead, chromium or silver 
metal MUST be recycled.  Do not discard in trash. 

*Facilities & Services (F&S) has internal       
arrangements to dispose batteries and mercury 
items (except thermometers) with their Univer-
sal Waste .  All other campus units should    
dispose of these items through the DRS  
Chemical Waste Program. 
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Questions? 
 
Call DRS  
3-2755 


